
    We are on the cusp of yet anoth-
er new year  -  amazing how fast 
they fly by.  We are on the preci-
pice of new adventures, new 
dreams, and new accomplishments 
yet to be realized. As we reflect, let 
us give thanks for the friendships 
we have made through the year, for 
our families, our faith, and the 
horses who are also a blessing in 
our lives.  We remember 2012 . . .  
   In January, we had our custom-
ary cold, blustery weather.  The 
UMH Awards Banquet was held 
at the Natural Bridge Activities 
Center on the 15th.  Can you be-
lieve there have been 12 show sea-
sons with UMH!  SRF was the 
recipient of nine High Point 
Awards along with several seconds 
and thirds. We celebrated many 
accomplishments, and we all had a 
great time. February brought 
changes to SRF.  Charlie began 
working for the Dept. of Transpor-
tation full time and for us part time.  
Lisa Sidwell and Ben Young were 
hired to help fill the gap.  We also 
welcomed our interns, Maj and 
Renee, who came from Denmark.  
On Feb. 10th we offered congratu-
lations to Steve and Susan who 
were married in FL.  It was an 
eventful month.  In March we had 
horrible tornadoes.  SRF lost the 
doors on the south end of the barn, 
but we felt lucky in light of the 
destruction across the east.  The 
following weekend, the SRF crew 
went to Deweese Farm in Franklin 
to the RMH Youth Clinic where 
the Tuckers’ did a great job.  Susan  
came to spend a week riding and 
taking lessons from Robert. On the 
10th we hosted the RMH Judges’ 
Clinic with Wayne Hipsley. The 
following weekend, found us at 
The Road to the Horse competition 
where the Australian team of Dan 
James and Guy McClean were the 
winners.  Lots of folks we know 

went to the RMH Don Marshall 
Classic show in Liberty, KY for 
the first show of the season.  It was 
a new venue for us.  Charlie, Rob-
ert, Tim, and Thomas all showed 
and did well.  Robert made his 
spring trek to Waterloo, IA for the 
Minard’s clinic.  They have be-
come such great horsemen! June 
ushered in a month shows:  the 
Ladies Auxiliary, Blue Denim, and 
Bourbon County.  Thomas ven-
tured into new territory showing in 
Western, Trail Obstacle, and 
Showmanship.  Jeff and Dianne 
bought a house in Winchester and 
became Michelle’s neighbor. Mary 
Kelley Tucker joined the SRF 
staff.  I enjoyed a brief return to 
showing and had a blast winning 
the blue again.  July came on 
strong with the UMH Liberty 
Show and ACTHA rides, Bowling 
Green, and Tri-State Shows.  Eve-
ryone enjoyed the “Pink” class.  
Jazz rose to the top of the ACTHA 
leader board!  After winning his 
class, Tim Spencer paid tribute to 
another friend, Wick Stone, who 
passed away this summer.  Susan 
made her show ring debut in 
Bowling Green and Thomas won 
his first championships.  August is 
always busy.  School started back 
just after the UMH Summer Sol-
stice show and ACTHA rides. 
Stormy and Jazz were one and two 
in Pleasure.  Silver and Duncan 
were one and two in Open.  Then 
it was World Show time.  SRF 
clients were the primary sponsor 
and we were featured in the UMH 
commercial.  It can still be seen on 
the web site.             (con’t on p. 2) 
 
 
 

went, and it was outstanding.  On 
the 31st, SRF was host to the UMH 
Youth Clinic.  We all learned so 
much!  We hated to say good bye 
to Penny and Little Rocket but they 
found a new home in AZ. We were 
all excited when the KY Wildcats 
men’s basketball team won the 
NCAA Championship, but we 
were deeply saddened when our 
veterinarian, 34 year old Dr. John 
Amyx, lost his battle with cancer.  
We will long remember his skill 
and kindness.  Before we could 
catch our breath, April was upon 
us. We sold several great horses. 
Mojo, Abigail, Dixie, and Tessa.  
The Lawson Trooper was ready to 
market and promote.  Robert 
signed an endorsement contract 
with Millersburg Saddle Co. and 
they hit the ground running.  We 
attended a Dan James Liberty 
Training clinic with Michelle Sid-
well and Michelle Campbell.  We 
were able to talk with Dan James 
and get to know him better.  The 
clinic piqued our interest in Liberty 
Training.  You never know where 
an idea will begin.  For the first 
time in 12 years, UMH did not 
have a Spring Premier.  We began 
meeting weekly with the UMH 
Show Committee to make plans for 
the show season.  The first week-
end in May, Erin ran her first mar-
athon—26.2 miles!  It was a life-
altering experience.  Sadly, we 
learned Mom’s lymphoma had 
returned (thank the Lord, treat-
ments were effective and she’s 
doing well now).  UMH held the 
first annual Bonanza, successfully 
raising much needed revenue.  Dan 
James conducted a clinic without 
charge to help raise funds.  Joan 
Miller volunteered her time.  Many 
other folks worked to put on the 
ACTHA ride and the fun show. 
Dianne and Jeff were able to join 
us for their first show. Nancy and 
Ella showed also.  SRF and crew 
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     join us.  Rachel was dropped off 
on Friday as well. She’s really en-
joyed showing year. July 3rd was 
spent  at the historic Lion’s Club 
show.  It was not sanctioned with 
the RMHA this year so we just took 
Duncan and Stormy.  It was a great 
evening.  The final weekend of July, 
we attended the Gaited Gala in 
Prestonsburg.  Anna Wells did a 
super job putting everything togeth-
er.  We enjoyed 80’s style music 
throughout    the show and enjoyed 
being in the mountains once again. 
Suddenly it was August!  Bob’s 
lessons were in full swing. He and 
Charlie were riding hard.  Sarah 
came to ride her horse often. Dark-
ness fell many evenings with riding 
and talking about the early days and 
all the fun we’ve had. We went to 
the Mountain Horse Celebration and 
had a blast.  We were so happy for 
Tank when he won the confor-
mation class.   Ruby and Carollynn 
were so cute showing in their clas-
ses.  Mike and Janet came to visit 
and ride a bit. Planning was in full 
swing for the year end shows to be 
held in September.  We had a great 
RMHA International Show with 
lots of fellowship and lots of win-
ners. We were able to make it to 
Platinum Sponsorship status be-
cause of everyone’s contributions.  
Yahoo!   We celebrated our Rockies 
who are “Timeless Treasures” to us 
all.  Classes began with Moonlite 
Serenade won her weanling class 
and Whole Lot of Blue was reserve 
in the yearling class.  Moriah and 
Sedona were winners as were Nug-
get, Stormy, River, and Tank.  Our 
kids did wonderful with Ruby win-
ning her western class (her favorite 
class) and Carollynn placing first in 
her CTP qualifying class and her 
championship.  It was great to have 
Janet back in the ring and to see 
Nancy participate in the Bibs and 
Boots class. Susan won several of       
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     Oh my . . .  Remembering 
2020. Where do we even start? 
None of us had any idea of 
what was to come and how our 
lives were about to change. 
We couldn’t have imagined a 
world-wide pandemic and the 
challenges it would bring. 
There were problems with 
supply - toilet paper and hand 
sanitizer flew off the shelves. 
Celebrating with family or 
friends, required that we stay 
six feet apart. Events and 
shows began to cancel. Restau-
rants became take-out only. 
We learned to use Facetime 
and Zoom. We began picking 
up our groceries and Amazon 
became our new best friend. 
Schools became centers of 
virtual learning, NTI and hy-
brid instruction. We had to dig 
deep within ourselves in order 
to sort through challenging 
information and “fake news”. 

It was hard trying to tell what 
was truth and what was hype. 
Then there was the mask man-
date. Oh . . .  The election  -  a 
highly contested election with 
no concession. Nightmare! 
   Last year, I used a Mike 
Dooley quote in January’s 
newsletter, “Life’s not about 
expecting, hoping, and wish-
ing. It’s about doing, being, 
and becoming.” None of us 
realized what a challenge the 
“doing, being, and becoming’ 

would be during 2020. We 
worked hard, though, and life 
continued. Even with the 
challenges of 2020, we were 
blessed. Life on the farm pro-
vided stability and at times 
escape from the pressure of 
the pandemic.  
   We pray going forward that 
2021 will hold good health 
and that the New Year will 
bring fresh beginnings with 
exciting new experiences. Let 
us be thankful for the bless-
ings of the past as we put the 
challenges of 2020 behind us.  
     While the weather was 
cold and wet in January, 
horses were healthy and hap-
py here on the farm. We wel-
comed the Compton’s with 
GHS Hot to Trot, Donna 
Spencer – Lane with Wilbur, 
and Julie Brown was back 
with Axel. There was a lot of 
planning going on for 2020 
for all venues. We were get-
ting excited about the show 
season. SRF had planned to 
have a clinic here as well as 
having the Judge’s clinic. 
Both events had to be can-
celed. Charlie kept training 
helping horses be the best 
they could be. In February, 
the weather was cold and 
challenging.  Even so, train-
ing continued. The RMHA 

Awards Ban-
quet was held 
February 8th at 
historic Boone 
Tavern in Be-
rea, Kentucky.  
Nancy was able 
to be with us as 

were Mary Kelley and Cole. 

We congratulated Charlie on his 
fifth year to receive the RMHA 
Trainer of the Year Award! It 
was so well deserved. It was in 
February, that we learned the 
seriousness of the coronavirus. 
Ruby had the flu but Erin was 
especially sick with a fever and 
pneumonia. We wonder now if it 
might have been Covid. Bob and 
I drove to Punta Gorda, FL for a 
little break. We enjoyed the 85 
degree weather but there is no 
place like home.  The horses 
turned out for the winter were 
gathered up to start their spring 
training, and suddenly it was 
March. It continued to be wet, 
cold and snowy. Steve and Susan 

were blessed 
with a new filly 
(Blueberry x 
Merry Go Blue) 
they named 
Blue Mountain 
Girl. Planning 
continued for 
events and 

shows but we began to see bigger 
events in enclosed arenas begin 
to cancel. Many of Erin’s festi-
vals canceled as were The Road 
to the Horse and the Equine Af-
faire.  We had hoped the Judges 
Clinic and the SRF Inspiration 
Clinic would go on as scheduled 
but it was not to be. April was 
upon us. The weather began to 
get warmer. We began to hear 
more about “flattening the curve” 
and taking extra precautions to 
avoid the virus. Church services 
began to go viral. Even though 
we were looking forward to show 
season, shows began to cancel. 
Texas shows were able to contin-
ue, but travel wasn’t advised. 

Charlie was really busy so he 
recruited Erin to come and help 
for a few months. 
Ruby took some 
time to work with 
Kemo Sabe and 
learn round pen 
techniques with 
her dad. She 
stepped up her 
game and began 
riding Marietta. Julie Brown 
came each week to ride Axel. 
Mary K. brought Dandy for a 

trail ride tune -
up. Martha Gil-
ley also brought 
her horses for 
their spring tune 
ups with Bob. 
Catherine came 
often to ride  her 

mare, All Charged Up. Sydney 
had her baby by Simon on April  
24th. We began to see swans on 
the pond next 
door. They lift-
ed our spirits 
and brought us 
hope. In May 
we felt  grati-
tude for a plat-
eau and reopen-
ing churches and some busi-
nesses. Bob & Lyngle’s grand-
son, James, graduated from 
Murray State. It was great to 
have Stormy back. The Elling-
ton girls came to ride as did 
Barbara Hopper. It is always 
great to see Nancy when she 
makes the long trip from IN.  
Bob was able to begin a few 
lessons. We had a few visitors. 
Cherrie came up from FL to 
look at horses.  She 
ended up purchasing a 
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went, and it was outstanding.  On 
the 31st, SRF was host to the UMH 
Youth Clinic.  We all learned so 
much!  We hated to say good bye 
to Penny and Little Rocket but they 
found a new home in AZ. We were 
all excited when the KY Wildcats 
men’s basketball team won the 
NCAA Championship, but we 
were deeply saddened when our 
veterinarian, 34 year old Dr. John 
Amyx, lost his battle with cancer.  
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and kindness.  Before we could 
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The Lawson Trooper was ready to 
market and promote.  Robert 
signed an endorsement contract 
with Millersburg Saddle Co. and 
they hit the ground running.  We 
attended a Dan James Liberty 
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well and Michelle Campbell.  We 
were able to talk with Dan James 
and get to know him better.  The 
clinic piqued our interest in Liberty 
Training.  You never know where 
an idea will begin.  For the first 
time in 12 years, UMH did not 
have a Spring Premier.  We began 
meeting weekly with the UMH 
Show Committee to make plans for 
the show season.  The first week-
end in May, Erin ran her first mar-
athon—26.2 miles!  It was a life-
altering experience.  Sadly, we 
learned Mom’s lymphoma had 
returned (thank the Lord, treat-
ments were effective and she’s 
doing well now).  UMH held the 
first annual Bonanza, successfully 
raising much needed revenue.  Dan 
James conducted a clinic without 
charge to help raise funds.  Joan 
Miller volunteered her time.  Many 
other folks worked to put on the 
ACTHA ride and the fun show. 
Dianne and Jeff were able to join 
us for their first show. Nancy and 
Ella showed also.  SRF and crew 
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Simon was fantastic  -  so beau-
tiful! Marietta and Blue Moun-
tain Girl re-
ceived 1st 
place rib-
bons. Axel 
won the 
Show Pleas-
ure Gelding 
Champion-
ship with 
Mary Kelley 
in the Irons! 
Ruby won the Ashy Hytry award 
and several 
of her clas-
ses. Champi-
onships were 
exciting for 
sure.  We 
were so 
thankful for 
the outdoor 
venue. So 
many friends 
and clients 
were able to be together. It was a 
show we really needed. Ann and 
Melissa dressed WOF up for the 
Costume Class and gave us all a 
laugh with their Fiona and Shrek 
representation.  We left with 
more hope for the future know-
ing the show circuit was strong 
and filled with wonderful horses 
and fantastic people who love 
them. October began with new 
horses to work. Charlie started 5 
young fillies. Their lessons went 
like clockwork. He also added a 
couple of geldings that needed a 
little riding. Melissa Sharkey 
bought Diamond Broker and 
Charlie rode him for a couple of 
months. Bob added Clover to his 
schedule and Mary K. brought 
Dandy to learn liberty. We had a 
couple of beautiful weddings—
Sarah and Joel and then 
McKayla and William. Charlie 
and Erin also added a new room 
to their house which has become 

 
mare and later decided to pur-
chase Whole Lot of Blue as 
well. In June Steve and Susan 

made the long 
drive from 
LaCrescent, MN 
to come see their 
horses. They got 
to love on their 
new fillies and 
ride. Black Mar-
ket Diamond, 
Jazz Master, Blue 
and Silver were 

all great! We finally had our 
first show of the season. The 
Bill Corey/Red Neck Farm show 
was held at the Lee County 
Show Grounds. The horses did 
really well. Jazz Master won at 
his first show! Black Market 
Diamond got a 2nd. All Charged 
Up (Grace) got a 2nd. Ruby won 
her classes. It was great to be 
with our horse show family! 
July was  a busy month for us. 
Bob and Lyngle began a remod-
eling project that converted the 
garage to a combined laundry 
room, office, mud room and an 
extension of the dining room. 
We also had the Owingsville 
Lions Club Show and the 
Tollesboro Shows.  WOF won 
his geldings class at Tollesboro. 
Ruby won as well.  Great times. 
We also welcomed Jo Ann 
Green and her 3 yo stallion, The 
Preacher. Bob’s great niece, 
Macy, brought her quarter horse, 
Titan. We really enjoyed getting 
to know these horses! August 
brought renewed concerns about  
holding the RMHA Internation-
al—especially at an indoor are-
na. US Equestrian implemented 
severe guidelines that were 
adopted by the KHP. The diffi-
cult decision was made to move 
the show to Shelbyville. Plan-
ning for the new venue ramped 
up and it worked well for us. We 
were all excited that the Pink 
show was still on! Jennifer Allen 
has done a great job through the 
years giving back in memory of 
her mom and dad.  Charlie’s 

mom, Wilma, has 
shown at every 
Pink Show in 
honor of her twin 
sister. Silver has 
done a super job 
for her. She never 
shows any other 
time. On September 8, Stoner 
Ridge Farm and crew moved 

horses to the Shelbyville Fair-
grounds for the 32nd annual Inter-
national Grand Championship 
Horse Show. We embraced the 
theme Lasting Friendships  -  
Stronger Together. Charlie has 
continued the 
SRF tradition 
successfully in 
his own style. He 
started many 
horses for differ-
ent venues, and 
he worked with them many hours 
to get them ready for the highlight 
of the season - the RMHA Inter-
national Grand Championship! 
Mary Kelley, McKayla, and Cole 

made a great 
pit crew.  The 
horses were 
well cared for 
and looked 
amazing. 
WOF’s Wind 

Commander was at the top of his 
game winning his 
Western Class and 
placing 2nd in 
Trail Obstacle. 
Jazz Master was a 
real star winning 
his 3 yo CTP class 
and the 3 yo 
Championship. 

Remembering (con’t) 

Ruby’s bedroom. November 
arrived with the SRF crew busy 
as usual. Nancy got to come visit 
and bring Stormy’s supplements. 
We celebrated Thanksgiving. 
With the coronavirus escalating, 
we stayed with our family group. 
We paused to give thanks for 
God’s many blessings. Decem-
ber continued the work with the 
fillies and visits from their own-
ers. There were also some major 
fence repairs. One section had to 
have dozer work to clear the old 
fence and trees. The other sec-
tion replaced plank fence near 
the house. Christmas was cele-
brated with family giving thanks 
for Christ’s birth and the loved 
ones we hold dear. 
 

2020 Reflections 
from Charlie 

      2020  - The year that has 

caused us to never want to hear 
the words “unprecedented 
times”, “new normal”, or 
“mandate” again! During these 
"unprecedented times", while 
trying to achieve a "new normal" 
and adhere to certain 
"mandates", I am proud to say 
that SRF has maintained very 
well. I am very blessed with the 
most supportive family, friends, 
crew and clientele that a guy 
could ask for. With show season 
being strangely different and 
unpredictable, we still had the 
chance to introduce some great 
new horses to the ring this past 
year.  
   I thought the ISC did a fantas-
tic job of relocating and putting 
on a great International 

 

As long as we have memories, 

Yesterday remains. 

As long as we have hope,  

tomorrow awaits. 



 

 

 

 

Believe in yourself and all that you are.   
Know that there is something inside you t 

hat is greater than any obstacle. 

Show which brought a sense 
of much needed normalcy to 
the end of show season.  
    Horse business in general 
for 2020 has been great de-
spite everything that has 
gone on. Sales have in-
creased across the board. 
Training is in high demand. 
Here at SRF, we have taken 
on some new horses with top 
notch owners. We even 
helped some people acquire 
their first Rocky Mountain 
horse. We are looking for-
ward to 2021 with you all!! 
   On a personal note, the 
year 2020 presented my fam-
ily and I with some special 
circumstances that we could-
n’t have seen coming. These 
circumstances were not at all 
related to Covid19 but it was 
a situation that had to be 
dealt with, regardless of a 
pandemic. Whenever you are 
faced with something totally 
unexpected and feel that you 
are not qualified or able to 
handle it, there is only one 
option....Hand it over to God 
and follow His lead! That's 
exactly what we did and 
guess what . .  . everything 
worked out as it should have.  
  There are a few things that I 
kind of already knew, but 
that have definitely been 
reinforced in my heart and 
mind this year: 
 
1. We are not promised to-
morrow. 
2. God has the best plan. 
3. We don't always get what 
we want.  
4. Children should always be 
loved. 
5. Riding a good horse 
makes everything seem bet-
ter at least for a little while. 
 

Thank you again and Happy 
New Year!!! 
 

                                                                 ~Charlie  
   Dreams and goals are be-

fore us.  So much of what we 
do depends on what we really 
want or need in our lives. The 
New Year is the time we look 
back and look forward.  Our 
horses are such a huge part of 
our lives.  There are many 
choices.  SRF has always been 
dedicated to helping our clients 
enjoy their horses to the fullest 
extent possible. As you ponder, 
dream, and set goals for 2021, 
reach out to the folks at SRF.  
We love making good things 
happen!  Blessings to all and 
Happy New Year! 
 

Important Dates 

Jan. 1  -  New Years Day 
Jan. 23 -  RMHA Board Mtg. 
Feb. 14  -  Valentine’s Day 
March 11  -  13  Corsicana 
Charity Horse Show (3 B 
shows), TX 
Sept. 8  -  11 RMHA Interna-
tional, Kentucky Horse Park 
 

Seeking the 
 Positive  

    2020 has been a year that we 
will never forget. There have 
been trying times, sadness, dis-
appointment and fears. Even so 
the year has taught us that 
God’s plan is always best and 
how important it is for us to 
trust Him. We have learned to 
savor every moment with fami-
ly. We have learned patience 
and resiliency. We have come 
to appreciate quiet times at 
home and the continuity of life 
on the farm as we care for the 
horses here. Even when it’s 
hard, we must stay positive for 
we are truly blessed.  
   If you need a little help, Mag-
gie Smith provides positive 
quotes and essays about new 
beginnings and how they are 
opportunities for transfor-
mation. Here is just a sampling 
of what you will find in her 
book, Keep Moving, in case 
you need an extra dose of posi-

tivity:  

• Get back up. Dust yourself 
off.  Remember that you’re 
playing the long game, and 
trust that over time, the 
good days will out number 
the bad.  Do what you can 
to make this day more liv-
able than yesterday. 

• You can think about the 
past, casting your mind 
back, or think about the 
future, casting your mind 
forward, but you live here, 
in the present. Keep your 
mind here the best you can 
today. 

• Be brave enough to ask for 
help when you need it.  
There is no merit badge for 
Doing All the Hard Things 
Alone.  Reach out. 

• Stop focusing on what is 
behind you.  It’s growing 
smaller and smaller, min-
iaturizing in the distance; 
stop squinting at it, as if it 
has answers.  Today, keep 
your eyes on where you 
are going, not where you 
have been. 

• Your life is your own, and 
your work is your own, 
and those things can be 
anything you want them to 
be.  It is up to you. 

• Let go of the idea that 
things could have hap-
pened differently as if this 
life is a Choose Your Own 
Adventure book and you 
simply turned to the wrong 
page. You did the best you 
could with what you 
knew-and felt-at the time. 
Now do better, knowing 
more.  Keep moving. 

     

   As we look forward to 2021, 
we are thankful for the Lord’s 
blessings. May we ever listen 
attentively and follow the light 
that is shining upon our path.  

Happy New Year!!! 

                                              Lyngle 
 

 

Welcome  
Page McCarty 

 

   Last month we welcomed 
Page McCarty to Stoner Ridge 
Farm.  She will be helping 
Charlie full time with stalls, 
feeding, and tacking horses. We 
have known Page’s grandpar-
ents, Bill and Nancy Newby, 
for many years. We actually 
worked horses for Bill and Nan-
cy many years ago. Page 
learned to ride from her grand-
mother and she is a horse owner 
herself.  We are excited to wel-
come her to the farm! 
 

Prayers Please 
   Please remember Melissa 
Walters in your prayers. She 
lost her paternal grandfather last 
week. There are so many who 
need a special touch from the 
Master’s hand. Thank you. 


