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         On Tuesday, September 8th, 
Stoner Ridge Farm and crew moved 
horses to the Shelby County Fair-
grounds for the 32nd annual Inter-
national Show.  We moved into the 
Palmer Barn with 10 horses and two 
tack stalls.  It was great to even be 
able to show horses! 
    The 2020 International was a 
show that almost didn’t happen.  
There were so many concerns this 
year! While most issues could be 
overcome, the USEF requirements at 

the Kentucky Horse Park were 
a game changer.  When the ISC 
learned that masks had to be 
worn at all times except for 
when exhibitors were on horse 
back, we began to worry.  The 
heat in September can be oppres-
sive. Then we were told there 
could be no spectators, we won-
dered how that would work. 
Then we got news that even in 
conformation classes, masks 
would need to be worn.  Finally, 
when the USEF started shut-
ting down shows mid-stream, we 
realized we just couldn’t risk 
the financial ramifications of 
taking horses to the KHP and 
not be able to complete the show. 
The question then became do we 
cancel it altogether or find an-
other venue.  The RMHA Board 
held a couple of important Zoom 
meetings and decided to search 
for another venue.  The Shel-
byville Fairgrounds could work 
if we found portable stalls. 
Chastity Adkins was able to 
find them.  The ISC determined 

that the facility costs were a little 
less than the KHP and that the 
state COVID 19 requirements were 
manageable there. We would have 
to have Contact Tracing Forms, 
masks inside, and self-monitor our 
health. Thankfully, we were able 
to move forward.  
   It was great to be at Shelbyville.   
Wednesday evening had become 
the traditional time provided for 
everyone to ride  their horses in the 
ring at the KHP in preparation 
for their classes, but this year it 
was Tuesday since an extra day 
was added .  The membership meet-
ing was held in Floral Hall which 
doubled as the show office in order 
to help Julie Clark’s staff main-
tain social distancing. There, new 
RMHA President, Ellen Knapp, 
updated everyone on the state of 
the association, introduced new 
Board members and thanked retir-
ing ones. We adjourned and fin-
ished the evening making sure we 
were ready for Wednesday and the 
beginning of the 2020  
International. 

Lasting Friendships 
Better Together at the 

32nd RMHA International  



Lasting Friend-
ships, Better  

Together—con’t
    Charlie and Blue Moun-
tain Girl were in the very 
first class.  While she came 
home with the blue for Ste-
ve and Susan, she was the 
only weanling on the 
grounds.  It seems the low 
number of babies was a con-
sequence of the venue 
change.  Many weanling 
owners are used to taking 
their babies home after 
their class. The longer drive 
may have prevented that 
this year. 
   Under saddle classes began 
in the afternoon.  Marietta 
won her 6-9 year old M/G 
Show Pleasure class and  
Steve had a great ride on 

her 
himself 
in the 
Senior 
Rider 

class, placing 3rd. She is 
such a lovely mare in so 
many ways! 

 Thursday was a day full 
of under saddle classes.  

Charlie be-
gan the day 
with a first 
place in the 
3 yo Filly/
Gelding 
CTP class 

with Jazz Master.  Love 
this little gelding out of 
Jazzy!  He also showed 
the Compton’s mare, GHS 
Hot to Trot, placing 3rd in 
a tough 4-5 yo M/G Show 
Pleasure 
Class 
(pictured 
here with 
Cole Comp-
ton).  Julie 
Brown did a 
great job 
with Axel in the Ama-
teur Show Pleasure class 
placing 4th. She has 
worked so faithfully this 
year and it really shows 
in her performance. Si-
mon was brilliant in his 
Show Pleasure Stallion 
Class placing 3rd.  He has 
consistently gained 
strength and muscle this 
summer.  He is an exciting 

horse to see perform for 
sure. 
We also enjoyed seeing 
Black 
Market 
Dia-
mond 
make 
his International de-
but placing 3rd in the 
Stallions Trail class. 
We are just loving this 
horse! We also had the 
opportunity to see 
Melissa place 3rd with 
WOF in the Novice 
class, Axel and Mary 
Kelly placed 3rd in the 
Ladies Show Pleasure 
Class, and Julie Brown 
placed 3rd with Ally.   
     Friday  was Youth 
Day, and we began 
with Trail Obstacle.  It 
was  a tough course! 
The cowboy curtain 
blowing in the breeze 
and the tight pin-
wheel 
were a 
chal-
lenge 
for all.  
We were sure excited 

for WOF and his owner 
Ann, when we learned 
he placed 3rd.  Ruby and 
Pepper rose to the occa-
sion also, placing 2nd.  
Ruby hadn't felt well 
earlier in the week and 
had been diagnosed with 
an ear infection.  
Thankfully, after tak-
ing an antibiotic, she 
was feeling better in 
time for her classes.  Her 
first rail class was west-
ern where she placed 1st.  
Charlie also placed 1st 
with WOF in his 6+ 
Western class.  Jazz 
Master was 3rd in the 3-
5 yo Western Class. We 
were surprised to see so 
many horses doing their 
360 on the forehand this 
year.  Hopefully, that 
can be addressed in the 
Judges Seminar in the 
spring.  Cole Compton 
also showed Julie 
Brown’s mare,   



Melissa 
dressed 
WOF up 
like the 
donkey.  
Ann 
was Shrek and Melissa 
was Fiona!  They were so 
cute and placed 2nd.  
     The Grand Champi-
onships began with the 
President’s welcoming 
speech, Our Amateurs 
did a great job showing 
their horses in the Grand 
Championships.  The 
competition was really 
tough this year though. 
Ruby didn’t place in her 
large 11 and under CTP 

class but 
she did 
place 5th 
in her 
Grand 
Champi-
onship 
Class. The 

Lasting Friend-
ships, Better  

Together 
(Continued) 

ning his 3 Year Old Country 
Trail Championship and 
placing 3rd in the Open CTP 
Championship. Marietta 
placed 5th qualifying her 
for the Grand Champion-
ship.  Black Market Dia-
mond placed 5th in the 3 yo 
Trail Pleasure Champion-
ship. Especially exciting 
was Axel shown by Mary 

Kelley in 
the Geld-
ing Show 
Pleasure 
Champi-
onship.  
I’ve nev-

er seen Julie Brown so excit-
ed when he was tied first!  
It was the first time Mary 
Kelley had qualified for 
the Open Show Pleasure 
Grand Championship. The 
final championship of the 
evening was the Show 
Pleasure Stallions class.  
Wow!  Sixteen horses made 
the gate call - Simon was 
among them.  He showed his 
heart out and was fabu-
lous. It was unfortunate 
that there wasn’t a work 
out so the judges could get a 
clearer picture of the stal-
lions competing in that 

Ally, in the 12-17 CTP 
class bringing home a 4th.  
The Western Grand 
Championship closed out 
the session with WOF 
placing 3rd.  He did such 
an awesome job! 
     Friday evening Cham-
pionships began at 6:00 
p.m. Ruby did a great job 
in her 11 and Under Equi-
tation class, placing 1st.  
Here, the judge took time 

to give a 
few com-
ments af-
ter the 
class.     
Ruby 

looked lovely in her for-
mal suit, and she did an 
excellent job with Pepper. 
The Equitation class 
launched the Friday 
night Championships. 
Jazz Master was once 
again a shining star win-

class.    
Simon 
was as 
awe-

some as I’d ever seen 
him. He was  great. 
     Saturday morning 
began with Showman-
ship.  Once again, Ruby 
and Pep-
per did an 
outstand-
ing job.  
Ruby did 
a lot of 
the preparation herself 
bur Mary Kelley and 
McKayla were great to 
jump in when she need-
ed it!  One of the fun 

classes 
for Ruby 
is the 
water 
glass 
class.  
This year 
she 

placed 5th  -  just look 
at that smile!!  Anoth-
er fun class was the Cos-
tume Class.  Ann and 



 good show for us.  Con-
gratulations to all of the 
participants and all 
winners.  It was great to 
celebrate with everyone 

who could be there. We 
sure missed Nancy and 
Stormy.  I can’t remember 
an international they 
missed in years and years.  
We are so grateful that 
the live streaming was 
available so folks could 
watch from home since 
general spectators were 
not allowed this year.  At 
one point it was an-
nounced that there were 
over 30,000 hits! Hopeful-
ly, that will become a 
new tra-
dition. 
Again, 
many 
thanks.  
We are 
truly 
blessed! 

Blue Mountain Girl 
Weanling Fillies/Geldings  

Conformation  -  1st 
 

Silver’s Jazz Master 
3 yo Fillies/Geldings CTP  -  1st 
3-5 yo Western Pleasure  -  3rd 
3 yo CTP Championship  -  1st 
Geldings CTP Champ.  -  3rd 

 
Black Market Diamond 

3 yo Stallions Trail Pleas.  -  3rd 
3 yo Trail Championship  -  5th 

 
RNB’s Choco Dock’s Marietta 
6-9 yo M/G Show Pleas.  -  1st 

Senior Rider (60+) CTP, Trail, or 
Show Pleas.  -  3rd  -  Steve 

Men’s Show Pl. -  5th  -  Steve 
Mares Show Pl. Champ.  -  5th 

 
WOF Wind Commander 

6-9 yo Mares/Geldings  -  5th 
Novice Trail Pl.  -  3rd  -  Melissa 

Adult Trail Obstacle  -  3rd 
6+ yo Western  -  1st 

Western Grand Champ. -  3rd 
Costume Class – 2nd 

 
HCR’s After Midnight 

6-9 yo Amateur Show Pl.  -  4th  
-  Julie Brown 

Ladies Show Pleasure  -  3rd  -  
Mary Kelley 

Geldings Show Pleasure Champ.  
-  1st  -  Mary Kelley 

 

PBF’s Simon Barjonah 
6-9 yo Stallions Show Pl. -  3rd 

 

Pepper’s Just Plain Pretty 
Youth Trail Obstacle  -  2nd 
11 & Under Western  -  1st 

11 & Under Equitation  -  1st 
11 & Under Showmanship  -  1st 

Youth Water Glass  -  5th 
11 & Under CTP Grand  

Championship -  5th 
Ashley Hytry 11 & Under Youth 

Versatility Award 
 

GHS Hot to Trot 
4-5 yo Mares/Geldings  -  3rd 

RMHA   
International 
2020 Results 

Lasting Friend-
ships, Better  

Together 
(Continued) 

frosting on the cake for her, 
however, was her winning 
the Ashley Hytry award for 
the second year in a row.  
     We really have to hand 
it to  McKayla, Mary Kel-

ley, and 
Cole for 
keeping 
the horses 
looking 
great, 
well wa-

tered and fed.  They make a 
great pit crew for Charlie.  
We also have to thank our 
clients for their generosity 
in the sponsorship of the 
show as well as the support 
they always give. What a 
fellowship we have.  Thank 
you, thank you, thank 
you, for all you do!  It was a  

   After a relaxed day or two, 

Charlie has been plan-
ning for the fall and 
winter here at SRF.  He 
is taking some roping 
lessons with Mike 
Stokley at Big Creek 
Land & Livestock over 
in North Middletown.  
He is still riding a few 
horses but most of the 
show horses are on board 
and will be turned out 
soon.  He’s expecting six 
new horses to start to-
ward the first of Octo-
ber.  See more about 
them on the next page. 

What’s New? 

Prayers Please 
     Charlie lost his 
Great Aunt Geneva 
and his Great Aunt 
Charlotte this past 
week  Please remember 
their family. 

 



cause new horses are brought in to 
be started.  Charlie will be start-
ing Steve and Susan’s filly, 
Sundown Sierra, soon.  She is a 
pretty  chocolate filly out of Syd-
ney by Silver.  Melissa Walters is 
bringing her filly by GHS How 
Bizzare on Saturday. Jennifer 
VanMeter is bringing her Merry 
Go Blue filly, Princess Pfred. Tim 
Spencer has a young one (or two) 
that will be coming. Lorie Horn-
back will bring her horse in Octo-
ber.  She has a mature horse that 
needs to improve her gait. Finally, 
Vivian Hill is bringing a buck-
skin for Charlie to start.  Bob is 
working with Courtney Fisk’s 
filly, Clover.  He will also start 
working with Mary K. and her 
horse, Dandy, on some liberty 
work soon. Things will get rolling 
here pretty soon.  It is always in-
teresting to get to know new hors-
es and their owners. We  are glad 
to welcome the repeat customers 
back as well. 
     There is nothing much on the 
calendar yet.  We’ll let you 
know what’s happening soon. 
 
 
      

      Once show season is over, it is 
time to refocus and rearrange the 
way we function here at the farm.  
First, it is always time for a little 
repair.  Plank fences are beauti-
ful but they require a lot of 
maintenance.  Horses like to push 
and scratch so we’ll be working on 
those.  Bob has some line fence 
that also needs bulldozing and 
then needs to be rebuilt.  He has a 
fencing company working on an 
estimate. 
     After show season, it is time to 
turn out many of the show horses 
so they can just be horses for 
awhile.  Phil was here last Mon-
day and pulled shoes off the ones 
that were ready.  Charlie is also 
working to get Sydney’s Little 
Honey ready to wean.  She’ll be 
turned out with Blue Mountain 
Girl, Steve and Susan’s  other 
weanling. She will spend a few 
minutes away from her momma 
each day so she can learn it will 
be ok.  Each day, the minutes in-
crease so the trauma of separation 
is not so great.   
     It is also a changing time be-

Now What? 




