
         We hope everyone had a 
good Thanksgiving. Most folks 
(including our family) had to make 
changes to their celebration this 
year due to the virus. Even so, 
there is no changing how thankful 
we are for our families, friends, 
horses and the opportunity we 
have to work with them. It may be 
harder to stay connected in person 
but, thankfully, we are able to call, 
text, Zoom, Facebook, Facetime 
etc. We are praying we can move 
forward to better times in the 
spring. Praying for God’s richest 
blessing on you all  . . .  
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I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet 

The words repeat 

Of peace on earth,  

Good will to men! 
 

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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Beyond the Barn 

    The KHBIF program continues 
for 2021. Payment for the 2020 
season is usually made to owners 
by February. There is an en-
hanced Trail Mileage program for 
those who enjoy tracking miles 
and earning prizes. There are also 
opportunities for Equine Trail 
Sports (ETS) for competitive trail 
riders. Look an RMHA Judge’s 
Clinic in the spring. We are 
thankful 
for clients 
and 
friends 
who are 
such a 
part of it 
all.  We 
can’t wait 
until can 
be togeth-
er again! 

     Even though most of our 
life revolves around what’s 
going on in the barn, we 
make time for other pursuits 
occasionally.  Charlie and 
Erin have built a new room 
on to the back of their house. 
There is an Amish family 
who lives near Charlie’s folks 
who did  the initial work. 
Charlie has finished the dry 
wall, painted and laid the 
laminate. The room includes 
extra storage space. It will be 
a larger room for Ruby also. 
They should be finished with 
it soon.  
     Erin’s days are filled with 
yarn. Even though almost all 
festivals have canceled (many 
even in 2021), she has made 
use of Zoom, ETSY, her web 
site and Facebook to market 
her beautiful artisan yarn. She 
recently began making tobog-
gans. They are warm and 
very pretty. She is also help-
ing Ruby with her virtual 
lessons since school is on 
hold until January 7. I must 
admit, I am glad I am a re-

tired teacher. It has been a 
challenge for teachers to 
create a platform that 
works for the kids. Ruby 
has done well but her 
program has changed 4 or 
5 times this year. She is 
working hard, but it has 
sure been a process so far. 
    Bob and I are having 
some dozer work done 
cleaning out a grown-up 
fence line. New fence 
will be built once the 
trees are cleared. Most of 
the horses are in front of 
the house. It has been 
great to see them enjoy-
ing this cold weather. 
     Bob and I have been 
sticking pretty close to 
home but we have ven-
tured out to see some 
beautiful Kentucky coun-
try side. Early in Novem-
ber we drove up to Red 
River Gorge and through 
the Nada Tunnel. We also 
drove to see one of the 
few covered bridges right 
here in Bourbon County 

out on 
Colville 
Rd. Last 
Sunday we 
drove to 
Ravenna 
to see the 
Fitchburg 
Furnace, 
one of the 
largest 
smelting 
iron ore 
furnaces in 
the world 
when it was 
built in 
1869. Of-
ten, on 
Sunday afternoon we drive 
around the county enjoying 
the countryside. One Friday 
evening, I even went coon 
hunting with Bob and Ruby. 
We stayed where the walk-

ing was easy and it was a 
pleasant night. I think I’ll 
leave that sport to them.  
     Charlie took a few 
mornings in November to 
deer hunt.  He got a buck 
and two does. He gave one 
doe to a family he knows 
and put the other two deer 
in his freezer. Charlie is 
usually here at the farm 
every day. Saturday is a 
short day. He usually 
comes in to feed and 
check on the horses. On 
Sunday, he feeds then 
heads out to church. Mary 
Kelley usually feeds in the 
evening.  
      We are all thankful for 
the life we have here. 
With all that is going on in 
the world, I can’t imagine 
a better place to be than 
right here at home. 

Looking to the Future 
     The future is bright even though 
many things are different right now. 
The farm offers stability and the 
horses provide comfort in the con-
sistency of their routine. We are all 
playing it safe but we’re looking 
forward to the future. There are op-
portunities on the horizon.  
     As we look at the schedule, plan-
ning for the RMHA Banquet is on 
hold. There have been discussions 
about a virtual awards ceremony or 
a possible delay until later in the 
spring before show season. I will 
keep you informed when I learn 
what is decided. The calendar posted 
here does not reflect the number of 
show managers who have been mak-
ing inquiries. There are several and 
it looks very promising. Planning for 
the International has begun. Pre-
payment has been made for the Ken-
tucky Horse Park for Sept. 8-11. 

Friendly Reminder 
Please make out checks to: 

  
Charlie DeAtley 

1391 Buffalo Trace Rd. 
Paris, KY 40311 

Prayers Please 
     Please remember those who are 
struggling with their health right now. It 
is a challenging time for so many. We 
all know someone struggling with either 
flu, the corona virus, or other health 
issues.  Pray for our mental health and 
our spiritual health  -  that we would 
seek the path and the answers that God 
has for us.  May God bless and protect. 

 



Important Dates 

 
Dec. 5 -  RMHA Board Mtg. 

Dec. 25  -  Christmas Day 

Jan. 1  -  New Years Day 

Jan. 23 -  RMHA Board Mtg. 

Feb. 14  -  Valentine’s Day 

March 11  -  13  Corsicana 

Charity Horse Show (3 B 

shows), TX 

Sept. 8  -  11 RMHA Interna-

tional, Kentucky Horse Park  

    We always enjoy folks coming to the farm. We haven’t had as many 
people as usual since everyone is mindful of the virus, 
but the weather in November was pleasant so we still 
had several visitors. Jennie Van Meter, Vivian Hill, 
Melissa Walters and Laura Hornback were able to 
come by and see how much their young horses have 
learned. Melissa Sharkey came to ride Diamond Bro-
ker a couple of times. Julie Brown dropped by. It was 
great to see her. Charlie continued his lessons with 
Dorsey Crowe (Big D) as well. Dorsey even brought 
his mule to have Charlie work with him one day.  He 
is a really nice gaited mule. We enjoyed watching 
them work together. Charlie has continued working 
with his young horses. They are all following his pro-
gram and making great progress.  
    Bob continued his lessons with Stormy. Barbara 
Hopper has been working on gaited dressage. Laura 
and Taylor Ellington were also here to ride most 
Wednesdays. Courtney came to ride Clover who has 
been here for a couple of months. She went back 
home last week. Mary K. Eades brought Dandy sever-
al times for Liberty Lessons with Bob. Dandy was a 
quick learner and did great. Mary K. picked right up 
on what to do. She’d go home and practice helping 
Dandy understand. She even got Donnie’s horse in on 
the process in her round pen at home. She was pleased 
what both horses were able to do in such a short time.      
      We are thankful for life’s blessings.  Folks are 
great!  The horses are healthy.  Even on days when 
the mud is knee deep or the wind chill is frigid, we are 
blessed! 

Busy Times Continue 

A beautifully written message  
by Amy Skinner . . . 

 
     When you pay for a lesson or training, you aren’t 
buying an hour of my time.  You’re paying for thou-

sands of hours of sweat, 
struggle, success and tears. 
     You’re buying injuries, 
mistakes and revelations.  
You’re buying nights awake 
thinking about a horse or stu-
dent I need to help more. 
You’re buying hours of haul-
ing hay, mucking stalls and 
grooming, of carefully check-

ing your horse over like it was my own.  You’re pay-
ing for my further education, because I still take les-
sons as frequently as possible. You’re paying for my 

Lessons, Training, Education . . . . Priceless 

care, concern, over dinner 
conversation, and you inev-
itably become a central part 
of my life. 
     You can’t put a price on 
education, or personal de-
velopment, or the bliss of 
finally being “with” a 
horse.  
Thank 
you 

for sharing with me, 
teaching me, and letting 
me teach you, while I 
put food on my table 
and hay in my barn with 
the most fulfilling job 
ever. 


